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vince where physique and nutrition are die finest in the country.
About two-thirds were Hindus and Sikhs, and one-third Moham-
medans. The warrior races famous in Indkn history, the Rajputs,
Sikhs, and Marathas, were all well represented, together with
peasant clans such as die Dogras and Jats of the Punjab and United
Provinces. Among the best-known regiments are the Gurkhas,
brave sturdy billmcn from the allied but independent Hindu
border-kingdom of Nepal, who have served in die Indian Army
for nearly a hundred and fort)* years.

The burden on the finances of the Government of India of the
cost of the Army, which absorbed about a quarter of die total
pre-war revenues, Central and Provincial, has long been one of the
main grievances of nationalist India. On the British side the
problem of defence was regarded as the most formidable obstacle
to the complete transfer of power to a self-governing India, and
defence remained a 'reserved' subject under die Act of 1935.

After the war of 1914-18 Indians were made eligible for King's
Commissions, and a few selected candidates were trained in
England at the Royal Military College at Sandhurst together
with British cadets. But there was a general demand for more
rapid mdianisation of the officer ranks, and in 1932 an Indian
* Sandhurst* was opened at Dehra Dim, Starting with eight
units, a considerably larger number were at the outbreak of war
in process of being staffed entirely by Indian officers. An Indian
regiment of artillery was constituted in 1935. A few months
before the war a committee under Lord Chatfield recommended
extensive mechanisation and modernisation of the Indian Army,
The cost was to be mainly borne by the British Government,
which was also to increase its -annual contribution to military
expenditure. But war broke out very soon after the orders for
re-equipment had been placed, and before any of the material
could be delivered.

Since then the whole position in relation to the Indian Army
has been transformed. THe war has swept away hesitations and
brought about changes that might have taken years to accorn-